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This book s dedicared 1o the enlisted men qf VMA-121., Without their permml.f

sactifices and professional abilities, the achievements in the air would not have been
possible,







In memory ol Major Thomas !-jnrr!ing Ciden, wha gave his
lite in the service of his country, 7 December 19673.

| have a rendezvouy with deark

[n some searred slope of bartered fill,
When spring comes round agein thiv year
And the first meadow flowers appear,
God krows 'rvere better 1o be deep
Fillowed in sifk und scenred down,

Where fove throbs our in fof s fuf _:_i'._'.:'F_
Pubse nigh to pulse, apd brearh to breath,
Where hushed awakenings are dear,

e Mve w rendexvoirs with dearh

tr midnight tn some [laming rown,

When spring trips noreh again this year;
And | to my pledged word am trie,

I ahall wor Jall ther rendezvous.




In memery of Major Thomas Sterling Oden, who gave his
life in the service of his country, 7 December 19673.

| have a rendexvouy wich dearh

(4 vome searrad slope of barrered il
When spring comes round dagein thiv year
ind the fiese meadon flowers appear,
God brows 'twere better 10 be deep
Pillawed in silk und scenred down,

Where love theobs our in blies fulf LJ'L':'P,
Pulse nigh ro pulse, and brearh to breath,
Where hushed awakenings are dear.

flue Mve a rendexvouny with death

11 Hrrl.l'.-ll_._r.'u in dgme _,".l'n.n.lun_._J N,

When spring rrips norch agoin this yeur;
And | to my pledged word am crie,

I shall wnor fall ther rendezvous.




A PROUD TRADITION

Marine Attack Squadron 121 was ””Ei'”“!" commissioned as a ﬁghtrr '|-|:|1ml:irnn of june
14, tggr, under the command of Major Samuel §, Jack, now a retired Major General
and former Air FMF Pac Commander. Four days after Pearl Harbor, the squadron moved
to San Dicgo for intensive combat training, and in August of 1942, "121 left the States
to participate in the Marine Corps' frst offensive of World War Il — Guadalcanal.

Mew Caledonia was the first stop in the Paclhc unil Henderson Airfield on Guadalcanal
had been secured.  The first echelon, Hying the Grumman F4Fs, landed at Henderson
on 3¢ September 1942, and the pilots were immaediately engulfed in a stroggle for air
superiority that was to last for almost two vears.  The airstrip remained a sea of vl
in the comtant tropical rains, and the field was subjected to night bombing raids and
shelling by enemy ships and artillery. It was during this period that the great Marine
Aces of the war performed their legendary feats, among them Captain |oe Foss, Execu-
tive Officer of "121.  The second leading ace in Marine Corps Aviation, Captain Foss
racked up twentv-six kills and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.  While
an Guadalcanal, 121 was awarded the Presidential Unit Cltation, and the Navy Unlt
Citation.

Afrar mmp[uting three tours of cambat in the Solomons. the "‘iql-utlrnll moved o
MCAAS Maojave in October, 1943, where they reouthtted and retrained.  In July, 1944,
121 apain entered the Pacific Theatre, "}'ing strikes against enemy installations ar Pelilieu
and Yap until the end of the War. The Squadron returncd to the States with a record
of 1e8 enemy kills.more than any other Marine squadron,

After a bricl period of decommissioning, 131 was reactivated at MCAS El Toro In
1946, and conducted routine training untl the outhreak of the Korean Conflict. Rede.
signated  VMA-121 and flying the AD-2, the Squadron carmed fame as the ™ Heavy
Haulers™ of Marine Air Group 12 by dropping more tonnage of bombs. rockets, and
napalm on enemy installations than any other squadron

Since the armistice in Korea, VMA-120 has maintained its outstanding reputation fiar
combat readin=ss.  Following Its last Far East deployment in 1960, the Squadron was
awarded hoth the CNO's Safety Award and the Commandant’s Efficiency Award. In
ta64 "131 was the only Squadron called into the Cuban Crisis from the Third Marine
Air Wing. With the close of the current Far East tour, the OMficers and Men of VMA-
121 can loak back with pride on their contribution to the most recent chapter in the

histery of one of Marine Corps Avlation's pmudt.-st Squadrons.




PERSONNEL




COMMANDING OFFICER

LeCol. Walter E, Slﬂu.r'frrlH

Licurenant Celonel Sparling assumed command of Marine Attack Squadron 111 in the
spring of re3, while the Squadron was in a erafning status in preparation for the rapidly
approaching Far East criise.  The new C.0L ook over the n-ﬁpmnihllu_'. of nrmhining
the 5':|_I.Iiln;i|-n11'5 175 cillisted men, §0 Pi[.;_.:ql and 13 i':' stiack: dirchte iGio sn cIRELE
combat-qualified organization.

[t was a big job, bur LiCol. Sparling has been handling big jobe for the Marine Corps
since he entered flight rraining in 1043 Designated a Naval Avfator and commisioned
a Second Lirutenam in ."L'Ig_'., (R (T "iiul1|1-r-|' T in1|::|:q:|.!r.11'r!}' stationed at Bl Toro
far combat Tl-.:.iuInI!__:_ 4 vear larer, he entercd the war in the Paclhe in support al the
Marines at Pelilien.  Caoincldentally, his birst assignment o a ractical outht was with 21,
at thar time a highter squadron flving the famous F4U " Corsair.” Immidiately after his
arrival, the Colonel went into action, rh'iug bombing missions spainst enemy installatlons
in the Caraline Island group around Pelificu, He continued to vy out of Pelilien with
VMEP-121 and 122 until the end of the war, when he returned to the States.

The period I'ull.:win; the war conslstel mainly of training new fleet pilots ar MCAS
El Tore. Wil the outbreak ol the Bormean contlice, the "':-Ialmh-l' WAk i .1g.lin callied
into combar with the "Corsair, this time wielh Y823 IF'or six months he Bombed
away at Communist Installations in North Korea, and provided close air support for our
troopers on the ground At the close of his Korean tour, the 5ki wper was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross, 8 Alr Medals, the Presidential Unit Ciiation, the Army Dis-
tiugni:hrd Linit Emblem, and the Korcan Presidential Unit Citation

Back in the States, the Colonel wan assipned to Junior School at Coantico, and then
to Bl Toro, for a check-our in jer aircraflt, Nexr came an enjovable two vears In
Hawall, with s Anglice and VME-714, the * Blacksheep Squadron.”  After a wour In
Japan with the st MAW, the Skipper returned o the Training Command as a Hight
instiucior in the FoF-8T "I;'|n|:|{.||-_" -

With this tnvaluakle chr:lrrh.'m.n.' behind him, LtCal. ':|]|.,1||¢|1;.:: arrived ar El Toro o
begin the task of preparing VMA-in [or overseas |[r|:1n|--_-.m|-11l wow that the Far Easi
erulse B ocominge to g clise, the '-'u.;u.u._]r.:_nu. can look back on another |'|'|.'|.|1|;|-; al out-
'itlndin':[ achievment to add 10 s history, and LiCal. ﬁr:.ﬂ]ing can losk with i'|r|4_[..=_
on another ]1|L=I ||:-]1 % LEK I.|.“\-'|.|.I.|“:'| U_:-:|1|:J|:1|_-|:|




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Hajor Charles €. Newmark

Major Newmark entered the service as a submariner during Warld War 1. After a
brief return to civilian lile |'4-|f||~|'.'.|r|.-|_rI the war, he enlisted In the Marine f.'fnr{h and was
assigned to the 2andl Marines.  In igge. the Major entercd the MNaval Aviation Cadet
program, earning his commision and wings on 18 May 1952,

As a Second Licutenant, the Exec's first duty station was MCAS El Tore, where he
was astigned to VMAT-10 for combar training in the Fall-gN, AD-i, AUy, and the Fab-g
On 18 November 1951, Major Newmark Jolned YMA-r21 in Korea, The squadbron at that
time: was llying AD2 Skyraiders out of Pyontack Airheld. Major Newmark few a tonal
of 101 combat missions, amd was awarded the Distinguished Flylng Cross, seven Air
Medals, the Navy Unit Commendation, the Korean Service Medal with three stars, and
the Korean Presidential Unit Cltatlon

After a short tour with the 15t Marine Division, exchanging prisoners of war with the
Communists, Major Newmark received orders to the Advanced Training Command ar
f.'ﬂr'l'll.l'i L:!'IH\IL Texas, lFor |:|.1|.' tollowine i mﬂn[hg |'|.|.: 3.1:r'|.(=|:i a% an Instructor in ||'|||-
Fal, TV-2, and FyF-z aircralt. Detached from the Training Command his orders ook
him to the rd Marine Division ar Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, where he joined the
nd Marines as Regimental Alr Obhcer. I 1o, he returned to Aviation with the 2
Marine Air Wing at MCAAS, Edenton, North Carolina, as the Executive Olficer of
H & MS-14.

In Octaber of a5, Major Newmark joined his first A-4 squadron, VMA-201. He remained
in 201 for nearly three years and completed his second Far East tour with the squadron
in 1gba. ||.1'!I1|I'11i|1_L-; i CONUS, the Exee was :Ue:lgnﬂl che duties as Supervisor al Attack
Aircraft Tactics amd  Techniques School, Marine Air Weapons Training Unit, Pacific,
MCAS El Tora., He servedl in this capacity for 44 months

Major Newmark joined YMA.121 for the weond time In his career on 2 November
oy, and was immedistely asaigned the duties as our Execcutive Otheer. To date, the
Exec has accumulated a toral of 117g hours flying time in the Ay aircraft.
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FIRST SERGEANT

First Sergeant James A Davis joined the Marine
Corps in May, 1941, and went imllwﬂiﬂn'l:r ko Parrels
sland for boot camp. On completion of recrult
raining, he was permanently assigned to Parris [aland
fur two vears, In 1943, the Fist Scergeant was
transferred 1o Camp Lejeune, where he served as a
drill instewctor for new pecruin

With the expanding theatre of operations in the
Pacific, the Top was soon heading West to join the
¢th Amphibious Corps in Hawaii. After several
manths of intensive combar training, he joined the
st Marine Division on Guadalcanal where prepara
tions were underway for the invasion of Pelillew.

O 15 September 1944, 15t Sgt. Davis was among
the wave of Marines that swept ashore at Pelllleu, in
ane of the erltleal Ph.j-_q_-x of OPERATION STALEMATE,
the designation for the alfensive in the Western
Carolines. Alter -:i-r;llt :IJ:w-, the atrack F!iu'u: W
completed, but the fighting continued for another
three months before the island was secured. It s

tst Sgi. fames A, Dards an interesting coincidence that at Pelillen, hoth s

Sgr. Davis and LtCol. Sparling were receiving their

first combat experience, although they never met

while on the island.  In March, 1945, the 15t Marine Division was translferred to Saipan, and the Top
remained there wntdl the emd of the war

Back in the States. the First Sergeant spent a one

. C,, and then was again called inte overseas duty with the i Division, stationed in China,  When

the Communists took over in 1947, the st Division was ordered ou of China, and st Sgt. Davis was

chosen to escort the Division Calors, which had not been In the LS. since 1943, back e Camp

vear tour at the Marine Barracks in ‘l.".'u.nhl.u_gl:l.l:l'l.

Pendleton.

During the next three vears at Camp Pendleton. the Top embarked on what was o become one of the
mast distinguished shooting careers in the Marine Corps, hring competitiy elv with the pisiol in 1948
and 1929. The Korean War interrupred his marksmanship efforts, and the First Sergeant was deploved
to Pusan with the st Marine Brigade. During the war, he pacticipated in the amphibious assault
at Inchon, Wonsan, and the evacuation eperation at H.'Lmhung and Hungnam, He was takien aboard
ship at Hungnam just one hour before the operation was secured amd the harbor destroyed. For his
clfores in Korea, the Top was aw arded a bronee "V " for valor in combat

Un his return to the States, st Spt. Davis concentrated once again on competition firing, In which,
over a fourteen vear period, he has won more than six-hundred clvilian and military awards,  He
is a charter member of the Marine H.lrlur'lt.mnhip 'I'rn:inu:lg Lnit formed at Quantico in 1957
Designated a Mistinguished Rifleman and Pistol Shot, the Top is one of less than two hundred people
i ever achieve this honor with both weapons, He has fired im hive Mational Rifle Team matches,
twice with the rifle and three times with the pistol, and one of his most valued trophies s a letter
of award from former President Truman for winning the National President’s Matc Ih in 1gg2.

ist Sgi. Davis was assigned 1o VMA-121 from recruiting doty in Los Angeles, Fhis has heen his
first tour of duty with the Air Wing, and, while gaining experience for himsell in a new field, he has
henefited the Squadron with the leadership and experience that he has obtained during his interest-

iﬂg .mr! -.||1.'|;'1:v.-rl.l| Carcer.
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CONDITIONS
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MAINTAIN THE CAPABILITY OF DEPLOYING AND
OPFRATING FROM ABOARD CARRIERS

Field Mirror |.-1n:|i|1g Practice-ltazuke Air Base

Sania Ulaus and the Screamer Alterpown Lauieh

The Mirrsse Ma Praliber We'll !||'\.| Rissett the G "™ Metler

& Ltk Mower

MY SR TMPIC-OK Paw Meathall, Lineup, Airgeel
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CARRIER QUALIFICATIONS

 —————

USS YORKTOWN USS KITTY HAWK
USS TICONDEFROGA USS CORAL SEA
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MCAS EL TORO

“MUAS Kl Toro was home plate for ‘120 for three years prior to the Squadron's deploy-
et b the Far Fast in April ol 1ghy. Puring that Ftriﬂd the Squadron handled many
varied amil interesting nprr.nir:n.rl commitments, in addition o meeting the rigorous
attack rraining schedule required of deploying tactical units,

Immedistely aftor reforming at El Toro in April of 961, 121 recei ed Tis firse comple-
ment ol Ay-C aircraft, and for the next yvear the S-qu.:dr:m conducted routine training in
rockets, bombs, r|.1'1.11m, htrnﬁnllﬂ and special weapons duliw:r:a-'. Ihtriﬂ!i{ this prrimi.
shifts in personn:l were frequent, with new pilots coming in [rom the Training Com-
mand and familiar faces departing lor new duty assignments. With the next Far East
touir still almost wao vears .uw.d:'..%nm':.-'n:r. the p:rﬁnnncl rosters b:'g-ln to stabilize, and
the Squadron was fortunate in being able to start on the training cycle several months
wior tn olficially “freezing”™. When the time came to leave El Toro, many of the
pilots amd men had been with the Greenknights for over two vears.




e constant training was inter-
rupted in November, 1962, when the
vrrst owas  called  dowe the Cuban
Lrisis.  Deploving to NAS Cecil Field,
the ﬁql.l.l-il:l'lm relieved Carder  Ailr
Group 1o and operated 2 commanid
post on a level with MAG-14 and
twa Air Force Air Divisions  Alter
a moanth of remaining in a constant
combat  alen  status, things cooled
down in the Carribean, and "3 re-
turmed ta El Toro.

In April of 963, Lt Col. Sparling
a.ua-umu-li commantd, the Squadron
officially ™ froze "', and the training
schodule began in carmest. Deploy-
ments to Yuma's outstanding ranges,
Aux 2 and Candidd Camera, [:rm'iﬁml
ordnance qualification.  Malntenance
crews  kept the aircralt avallabiliny

At a maximum, and ordoance men attained the hl.gll level of |1-|1|F" feney u-n;luin'l_l of & combat ready
outht.  MAWTUPAC provided instruction in special weapons loading and dellvery procedures, and
tested the '*ililml.ll’l.‘:l""i L..'||:|J|li||'1i|."- in a wr-:l:.-|un|3_ ORI at Yuma.

A< the training schedule reached completion, Squadron personnel secured for thirty days of leave
with Families and Friends belore departing the States for the Far East,




Geoeral Levk Bbils ws Lacewill

Al abpard (o lwakual




THE FAR EAST
MCAS IWAKUNI

ar East cruise was Hawall lor ane hour Ir wai long enough tix make

lor a better ook at the slands, and when the .'ﬂlll'll”.ll'll"-'I'l.l"'lr tor riehoard

ar lwakoepd was made, it wa greeted with lictle enthusiasm e flight in the C-nz:

s oawilt and woneventlul, with MATS :;-I.'.'-ll'.-_,1 the part of the gracious host as best thev could,

$AES steEsy Srilessips

the

Arrival at Iwakuni was a shocke: The welcoming comn

i Lis im full streng
with ¥MA-113 leading the way The band plas eil

the night, |o
fainted and strong men wept Mot'a man among s coul v gy thar he

haud v
more welcome anvwhere in his encire life, [t was not until n

as the =1 1§
out, that we bepan to suspect that perhaps it had been the aireraft thar had Inspired the
. k

i

E

)
4
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The job of L*lul.il.lli.hlung ourselved in the new  sue-
roundings was a big one, as some of us ||1|:1|-.'||E.:|:L'|:l.
tound out when we  had llltiitull_'. in ||:-|..'|I'r||_!¢ i
gquarters on the it Illgh[. I ihe Stjuairon  area,
there was painting to be done, records to be straigh
tened out, and above all, there was a Hlight schedule
to meet.  Taking advantage of the good weather that
e Were |‘r||.'~1|-|l 1.1.|1h -||1.1r|n;rg what Was .-u11|:||r|:11-.'|l fis
be the rainy season, the Squadron daily launched a
maximum numbier of sorries, q.|'111|_'|:|||r.;.|:i_1'|5 at lirst

on instruments in anticlpation of the bad weather
which never materialized, and later, on ondnance
delivery Ashiva was used extensively 1o :-.imrl_r-_-u
up the pilots’ somewhat rusty bombs and rockets technique, and Tori-Jima and Koon-ni proved to be
excellent targets lor low.level and loft practice.

t_i!l-du:_r hours were scarce, and the few we had were spent in I'.:mjlinrl;.:ing ourselves with the local
ared The |1r|||_-n. were 3 marvel, and EVECV O Was r.'|.|:|||."}' going i:ru.nl;rui}: an the |m;|-'|=|_,|j||.5 Every ihuil
in the '-':|FJEr had & weleome sign out and a gooil deal 10 go w ith it. The wide-eved look of the new
noy soon wore ofll, however, and as we settled inte the more comfortable role of resident rather than
tourist, we had to agree with the old proverh, " home i where vou happen to be living at the time."”

The Squadron's s |||.'||1--:.111|.'|1: wis to Cubi Point in the Philippines. We pot there belore the
summer by a couple ol wieks, bur spring in the I'hi!iE:]mim--. [s still b:iit.-tl'm_g hot. In the afternocons,
el hands securel o the beach or poolside as tropival flying hours prevailed. Flight conditions were
seautiful and the Squadron repained s proficiency in close air support on the excellent live ordnance
ranges in the loval area.  The newly christened Teenic-Weenic Alrlines swung into operation on a Hy-
ar.:.r-L|:1.-aﬁi|~|'in|'. basts, providing rapid, but hairsy weekend transportation to .".-‘!.miln anid Baguio,

The .‘\l;ll.r.il;h:l:-u.'t st Eli'l:ll.ll.‘rll I||‘[I|I_l:g|!l'||::l|l ares wat Okinawa, for elose alr support work with the Third
Marine THyvision. Here, alss, we were alble 1o H_’I |1|!r'i|'l'|rll|.'r cacori with the |_'I'||:.r|1.|'_||:r5 from MAG-16
After Iwakuni, Okinawa seemed lke a little chunk of Stateside thar had delfted over into the Wastern
Pacific, with plush clubs at Naha and Kadena, and wide roads traveled by big cars operated by neophytes
that insisted on rlrn'il:lg an the I'i:_*_ll-i hand side. ‘s winter arrived In F"I““" wie discovered that we were
n lur semething a bit more severe than what we had become accustomed to in sunny Southern California,
e did, in Fact, snow from time 1o time.  Winter lyving meam poopy.suits, which manv pllot found
o b just a little more difficult o get In and out of than a ﬁir.ll‘ghl.ill.'kul, and on several occasions, nnh‘
juick action on the par of the llight equipment shop prevented some hapless aviater from 11'r.mg|in5
v his own Hight gear.

As the |hi”i:1g winler bore down Upon K, spivits ||1:_:I__FE1.F. anil 1||r:.ugh1a turned roward home This
cthargic state was interrupted one cold January evening, when the Navy, apparently sensing our icy boredom,
n the true spirit of inteservice camaraderie decided 1o burmn down two of their [.,',rg.::-;t barracks on the

other side of the feld. This magnanimous act

provided momentary relief, but the real ice-

breaker wax the joyous word that we would

veturn (v Cubi Point for three weeks. Suntan

lotion began to move again in the PX, qli_illg

18 with thades and hathing suits, as the El Toro
Marines prepared 1o returm to thelr native

hahltar — the heach
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THE GREENKNIGHTS
OVER FUJI




MILITARY TRAINING

FARADES

ORGANIEED ATHLETICS
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OKINAWA

Naha and Kadena

Moaha Dlighl Line

Apather Tomith [:H'Ll'nul:u":r

Wav Pro o TGT 198




KOREA

Osan Alr Base

While a1 Chan, e ﬂ,.‘..j_.hn", conceniraivil u1|.|_|rl|_l|:. gt i | Wweanans lofi manesivers, 6 EH’FIHEJHQF lar 4 l..lElIII.!,h.'l.il.I'l"l" rRETEine
i these deliveries 1 the conclusion sf the doplevesent, Koo Ringe was vhe rargee, and the pilets woro allotted theee practicon
heps i oeach of four delivery metheds @ lavdown, low, miwlkibm, ane high angle leii,

Hits during the practice sosions diowsd jromibe, bot compes iy the blitr was veally an. M98 practios bambs rained oo

Koanal with deadly accurscy, aml when the smoke had fmally clrared, the Greeaknights hal soumulied a remarkahle 9 s af

3 poasible 2 "ETw Top gun for the evercise wan LtCol Sparling, with & perlcer soro ol 4
Malntenancy crews: af (i were again respamsible for & liowa's share of the schievment.  Availabilliey was ar 3 asaslmuam at all
tmics, amd the swilt mrn srovmls cinored dwh pilor smple pravtice prioe 10 the cdmfe.
Th &ir Force. provided excellest support Tor the extwmsive flight sperations, and a3 the sgualfon prupared te rcidrs 1o lwralkeumi,

all hamids agreed that v hal been ane ol the mest wiceesdu] depleymens ol the Far Bt tour.
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PHILIPPINES

Maval Air Station, Cubi Point
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Marinma Seves Tof

ar, Jewell 1) Lee, Marine Atnck Squodron- 121 ordnnnceman, s credited with =aviig o nine
venr-old  Filiginog boy from drowning at Ilaltmoon Beuch, three miles west of the Naval Adr
Sntian. Cubi Pant, April @4

Sai, Lee, while walking wlong the heach, noticed what he thought was the body of u mm
bying on the bottom of the bay in abour six feet of water. Within sicoingds he removed his shirt
and swam o the prone, near lifeless body and brought it o shore, ond immedistely began giving
writhcial respiraiion Ven mdiutes e Allen Tongew, sop ok - e Fufrocinn Tesgon of Olon

gupo. Pl begen responding 1o the Sergennt’s effores.

Hie wns then mhens o the S Boque Iisepohinl in Dongaps (o ohservition ad further treat
Frisiil

Spi. Lee's squmeleon, VALA-DZL, whoee home hpse 8 MCAS, [wakuni, wos deploved 1o the
Plhilippines for twa wepks of trainmg when the inetdient oeeueren
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HONG KONG

Pearl of the Orient. ..




‘64 Olympics-Tokyo Winterhaven

Olkinawa
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OUR ORPHANAGE

diterent I1Lu'1lllil1':{~ fo ditferen
|u'|-|L|1_'
a wepkend |||.|'|1‘Lu_' ol ‘stenery . .
a reminder of tamily life
at home.
'.|'|-1:'i!11l__" in the genuine joy ol
children
lor many - an unlorpeitable
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IN RETROSPECT

Al now, a8 vow stand on the ramyp In Breat il ,.|-|:[.-l-'|-|-|.;|1i|,|-, T
pulse — awaiting the arrival of the MATS transport that means RELIEF,
oiice and then just for an instant

It scems now jn the far distant J|:.:ﬂ that vaii onee emerged from o similar alreralt onto  this
ramp, in the midst of brilliane spot

leh slack tonpue  and r.||.r||.L|.-11u11{
i is time to glance back, il only

wlime
i_:_tht':. frvad [y |]11-.rri:|g llu'-.-ng-u ready to return stateside, and the
Blare of the band, It was the same band that is tuning up now in preparation for their inital welcome
aboard number, " GOMEN. A5 1

Hut tonight, they're F:l.:_'-;ing that song for someone olse, and vour own reflections are all pleasant ones
I'rue, there were some bad moments and, true apain, you're gl.“l o be :._'r‘n:_ning home, bur Iwakuni owns
a year ol vour life and in that vear vou've seen and done a lot of thimgs that will provide some plea
sanl memories in the future, -

It's funny how tho simple r|1i|11,-_-. come Immediately 1o mind. Like the Arst train ride——on the wiong
train going in the wrong direction with the wrong tlckel,  You were lost, and vou looked lost, and
everyone on the train thought it was a great joke because the only word you could sav was | CIRE,
il fuite obviousiy 1"--‘|'_l.[h[:1§__r was lar from DIJOBE.  Bur mow ¥ou can get around the country ke a
Native in and out ol trafn stations on s hedule — relaxy and |.-11ju:|.' the ride, Yo can't 1[:.,-.|1' much more
Japanese, hut somehow vou've been able to make voursell uml-.'r-h-ul.t_ and 1o understand Ie wis ke
having to go through the growing-up process all over again, It was fun and it was impartant

Hut never mind that now There's an aireraft on Hnal and it carrving your replacemen
a big cheer for the puvs from El Toro, uand fomorraw, SAYONARA

Anil here they are,  Oh, welcome sipht ! The lights are on, the band ks plaving, and the crowd s
il:m-rill._;; You're 1.i'||'|.'|'irll,". and  vou I-ru-r-1 vour -l:q'l:l|-ln1'll||'lll: with & hrm 31.1:|.1ih.i:..'|h-.
Iwakuni, buddy. You're gonna love it here.

Anid, when he's standing in this spot a vear from mow, he probably will

Tonighi,

" Welcome to

171 Alert Piliat 185th Birthday af e Coirps
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He hmoked somd whein be wene By oie
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SAYONARA

(h ! | have slipped the surly bounds of earth

And danced the skies on loughter-silvered wings.
Sumward Pve climbed and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clowds and done o thousand things

Vou have sor dreamed of-wheeled, wored, and nwung
High in the sonlic silence.  Huov'ring there,

V've chased the thouting wind aleft, and flung

My eager crafe rhrongh _fi:u.'.':fc:r:l: halls I:I_j'. alr

[lp, up the J|:-r.|'5| delirious, f!anJr.'H blive

I've ropped the wind-swept helghts with easy grace,
Where never lark nor eagle flew,

\nd, whele with silens, lifting mind -I've trod

The high ﬂ.'.'ll!l"l‘.'.'IFlJ!-lEdl fanctity of Fpdce,

Pur oue my hand and touched the face of Cod.

J. . Magee. [r.
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